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‘The genius of Humphrey McQueen 
has brought to life the tremendous 
and sometimes fatal efforts made 
by building labourers in constructing 
the built environment of Australia.’ 
– Professor Linda Clarke, author 
of Building Capitalism, Presidium 
Member, European Institute of 
Construction Labour Research

Labourers’ own words are used to 
retell their battles around scaffolding 
and shithouses, for the safe 

removal of asbestos, prompt and adequate compensation, and 
a decent burial. The stories start in convict times and cover the 
six states and the ACT. The labourers’ struggle for health and 
safety is followed into their dismantling of the framework of fear 
erected by the Building and Construction Commission.
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